Friends of Corstorphine Hill
April 2003

www.corstorphinehill.org.uk

Open Day / Work Day

Join in!

Sunday 20 April

Can you help?

Drop in to the Walled Garden any time

Let us know if you can take a turn

between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.

opening / closing the garden

Help with the development and

working in the garden

maintenance of the garden or just walk

keeping an eye on areas of the hill

round, enjoy the area, and meet Friends.

"manning" the Tower when open

The garden entrance is on the access

arranging talks / walks

road to the Tower from Clermiston Road.

writing for the newsletter.

Annual General Meeting
Notice
The 2003 AGM will be held on Thursday the 24th of April at 7.30 p.m.
in Lecture Theatre B, Queen Margaret University College, Clerwood Terrace.
Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Apologies
Approval of the Minutes of the 2002 AGM
Matters Arising from the Minutes
Chairman's Report
Treasurer's Report
Election of Office Bearers and Members of the Committee
Any Other Business

The AGM will be followed by a brief presentation on proposed developments in the Zoo,
to be given by Mr David Windmill, Chief Executive of Edinburgh Zoo.
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Minutes of the 2002 Annual General Meeting
25th April 2002.
1. Apologies
Chairman E. Price welcomed those attending
and gave the names of those who had sent
apologies.
2. Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the 2001 AGM were approved,
proposed by M. Price and seconded by
P. Allan.
3. Matters Arising
· Derelict bunker site - P. Allan asked about the
site and who owns it. E. Price explained that it
is privately owned and that nothing was being
done with it at that time because it was in a
very bad state.
· Nursery site - E. Price said that thoughts of
the Friends developing the area were on hold as
we could not afford the rent of £2,000 per
annum.
· Fireworks - The New Year display was
spectacular and, although there were some
complaints, it is likely to become an annual
event.
· Projects update - The Clermiston Road North
car park was already thought to be too small.
Fly-tipping at the Tower Road had lessened.
Some planting and some path work had been
done.
4. Chairman’s Report
Chairman E. Price thanked the growing band of
volunteers who had worked on projects and
encouraged others to join in. He also thanked
the members of the committee for their
commitment to their various tasks undertaken
throughout the year. He read out a letter from a
member praising our projects.
The chairman then outlined some of the events
of the year past, including
· the Walled Garden - the major highlight - the
work done; participation in a Beechgrove Garden
television programme; phase 2 to come, more of
the wall, storage facility and wet woodland area.
The presentation of a memorial seat was
scheduled for the 19th of May.
· the Tower - recent vandalism caused masonry
to be dislodged; the hope of installing electricity
and possibly an alarm system; the creation of
some sort of display.
· housing development - plans to develop
property at Cairnmuir Road / Kaimes Road into
flats - this was felt to be not in keeping with the
area and likely to cause parking and congestion
problems.
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5. Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer L. Foggie presented the accounts for
the year ending December 2001, mentioning
that approximately £20,000 of grant funding was
paid direct and so does not appear in the
accounts.
The major expenditure is the newsletter but it is
regarded as important to keeping this going.
Questions were asked about sending the
newsletter by e-mail and about avoiding
delivering multiple copies to households - these
issues will be considered.
There is a loss overall but we are sticking to a
£1 per member subscription to keep the
membership numbers up.
The accounts were accepted, proposed by
J. Lemmon, seconded by D. Adamson.
6. Election of Committee
There were no vacancies and consequently
there was no vote but it was emphasised that
people can be co-opted on to the committee.
7. Any Other Business
· Rangers - Fiona Smith, recently appointed
Ranger for Corstorphine Hill and Cammo, was
introduced. D. Priddle, Head Ranger, said that
it was good to have more staff but that the
service was still a person short - when
remedied, then they could think about
improvements.
· Hillwood House - W. Golder explained that it
had been hoped to have a visit to Hillwood
House by now but that changes of staff working
there had meant no visits as yet. A display
facility was being built in the House grounds,
scheduled to be ready in June / July.
· Corstorphine Fair - M. Dobson highlighted that
the Tower would be open on the 26th of May and
the Fair was to be on the 1st of June. She
invited people to help by donating plants or to
give some of their time if possible.
· Walks and Talks - D. McAdam said that he
regards the Hill as an asset. He had helped to
make use of it by organising 10 walks over the
summer months and 5 talks during the winter.
The number of people participating varied,
possibly due to the varying publicity for the
events. Details of the programme for the
coming summer were presented.
· Events on the Hill - The question was asked
whether permission is required for holding
events such as cross-country runs and
orienteering on the Hill. Permission is required,
from the City of Edinburgh Council. The point
was made that the Friends encourage the use of
the Hill but would like to know in advance when
such events are to take place.
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